
 
  

 
Somers Schools Fall 2020 Distance Learning FAQ  

  
Each of our four building principals gave an update on distance learning plans for the fall during a Board of 
Education meeting on June 8, 2020. We have prepared this document to share many of the questions and answers 
from that meeting. We will not know for sure what this fall will look like until we receive reentry guidelines from 
the state, but our Reentry Coalition is hard at work planning for different scenarios and will adapt 
our plans accordingly.  
 
DISTRICT  
  
Q.  What will be the distance learning plan for students who are immunocompromised or live with someone who 

is immunocompromised?  
A. The District is working to develop distance learning plans that accommodate situations such as this. The 
re-entry coalition will be addressing these issues in the coming weeks, and a comprehensive plan will be 
shared with the community when complete.    

  
Q.  What are the privacy policies associated with storing videos and audios from students on these learning 

platforms? Who owns the content? Can student digital footprints be scrubbed to protect privacy for the 
future?  
A. All vendors that have access to student data must comply with the New York Education Law Section 2-d 
guidelines and Part 121 of the Regulations of the New York State Commission of Education. They also must 
sign our Data Security and Privacy Plan as well as the Parent’s Bill of Rights for Data Privacy and Security. 

  
Q.  What kind of immediate tech support will be available for parents and students?  

A. SCSD provides tech support through the help desk. Parents and students can receive assistance through 
help@somersschools.org. Computer aides within the buildings will also support students.  

  
Q.  Is our district adequately funded to ensure the faculty have the resources they need as they face a reset in how 

they perform instruction?  
A. The budget adopted by the Board of Education and presented to the Somers community for vote provides 
adequate resources for continuous improvement including software and hardware acquisition, professional 
learning and support for faculty and staff.  Should the budget not pass, the reductions required in a 
contingency budget will significantly impact the District’s ability to change current practices.  
   

Q.  Why was the decision made to buy iPads for K-5th graders, rather than Chromebooks? Will keyboards be 
provided?  
A. The district considered several kinds of devices but chose Apple iPads due to their durability and cost-
savings over time. iPads also came highly recommended by other nearby districts that have had success using 
Apple on a 1:1 basis and with Microsoft Windows applications.  
 

Q.  The Board of Education Zoom meeting have been well attended by many community members. Will 
you continue with this format?  
A. The district will likely use a hybrid meeting format when we are able to have our Board meeting 
back in the middle school library. This would allow the value of being in person and provide access 
for community members who may not be able to attend.    
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SPECIAL EDUCATION  
  
Q.  Will the Extended School Year program take place?  

A. Yes. We are currently in communications with staff and families.   
  
Q.  Will Special Education related service providers conduct therapy virtually?  

A. For the summer this will be live for OT and Speech. PT will be virtual tele-therapy.  In the fall it will be 
live therapy or virtual teletherapy depending on when and if students return to school.  

  
Q.  How will the district handle IEP and 504 for students in all four schools through distance learning in the 

fall?  
A. Students with IEPs and 504s will have their related services and special education supports live next 
year. Part of the Reentry Coalition Scheduling Subcommittee work will be analyzing how to best provide 
this for students given the amount of time spent on a screen for virtual instruction. For example, if a student 
has three and a half hours of live instruction for reading, writing, math, science/social studies, specials, and 
morning meeting, the committee will examine how we schedule and prioritize special education and/or 
small group related service support without overloading screen time.  

  
Q.  Will live sessions and modified work be provided through live sessions if we have remote learning in the 

fall?  
A. Yes, live sessions and modifications to work will be provided via distance learning.  

 
 
PRIMROSE  
  
Q.  What is the plan for live instruction during distance learning?  

A. There will be an increase in live sessions from what is currently in place.   
  
Q.  Will distance learning tools, communication and teaching methods be consistent within each grade level?  

A. All grade levels will use SeeSaw as the main access point for distance learning. The mini-lesson is 
instructional format used across Primrose School (I do, we do, you do).   

  
Q.  How will teachers assess and address any missed content or mastery of subject matter?  

A. Primrose School employs a variety of assessment tools including the STAR Renaissance suite of 
products (STAR Early Literacy, STAR Reader, STAR Math). Additional reading measures include: Fountas 
and Pinnell running records, DIBELS. Teachers will also engage in content articulation sessions with the 
teachers of the sending grade to understand what concepts may need further emphasis and practice.  

 
Q.  How will my kindergartener be evaluated for the fall?  

A. Our plan is to conduct the incoming Kindergarten Screening (DIAL-4) when students return to school 
in September. In addition, the first three days of school are early dismissal days for all kindergarten 
students. Each kindergartener will return to school for an afternoon session with 
his/her kindergarten teacher during the first week of school.    

  
Q.  Will consistent technologies (software, platforms, apps, learning management systems) be employed at the 

start of the year?   
A. Primrose School will continue to use SEESAW.  In addition, we will use software programs such as 
Raz-Kids, IXL, DreamBox and Zoom.   

  
Q.  What social-emotional support will be provided by the school?  

A. There will be an increase in number of morning meeting sessions and weekly counseling lesson will 
continue to be provided to all students.    
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Q.  How will teachers keep track of student’s learning offline, and make sure they are learning lessons and 

keeping up with curriculum?  
A. Within SeeSaw, teachers will be able to see all assignments that students have opened, attempted or 
completed. Through this platform, students will receive feedback on their work.  

  
Q.  How will students and teachers be trained on new technology?  

A. Teachers continue to receive ongoing professional learning on all technology.  Students will be 
introduced to new technology by their teachers and principals. For example, when Zoom was introduced, 
the principals held small assemblies for students and taught them how to use the tools within Zoom.    

  
Q.  How will you support working parents with younger children who need assistance with distance learning?  

A. We understand that every household in Somers faces different challenges and we will work with our 
families to support learning in any way we can.    

   
Q.  Will there be flexibility with distance learning assignments and attendance given different families 

scheduling challenges?  
A. While participating in distance learning lessons will not be optional, we hope to create flexibility for 
families in how they complete assignments across a week.    

  
Q.  On the SeeSaw platform, what assistance is provided for families for whom English is not a a first 

language? 
A. Seesaw has a translation tool for parents who don’t speak English.   

 
 
SOMERS INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL  
   
Q.  Will teachers be providing live instruction virtually?   

A. Teachers will be providing live instruction daily. Schedules will be coordinated, and the expectation 
will be for all students to attend.  
 

Q.  What will live instruction look like? What will a typical daily schedule look like? Will there be less reliance 
on power point presentations?  
A. In a distance learning setting, there will be a set schedule for the school day. This schedule will mirror a 
typical school day, to the extent that it is developmentally appropriate. Interactions and live sessions will 
include social and emotional connections, teacher modeling of concepts, student discussions, and review of 
skills. Live connections will occur for both large group and small groups of students based on their learning 
needs. There will be less of a reliance on PowerPoint, but PowerPoints may be included to supplement and/ 
or introduce material.  

  
Q. What learning management system will SIS be using in the fall?  

A. SIS will continue to use Microsoft TEAMS.  
  
Q.  How will students and teachers be trained on Teams?  

A. Training for the use of TEAMS will continue for teachers, students, and parents. Teachers will continue 
training during our Professional Learning sessions throughout this summer and fall. Students will be 
supported through live classroom sessions and Town Meetings where Teams will be reviewed. The SIS 
website also contains tutorial videos and PowerPoints to assist both students and parents. Tutorials will 
continue to be added to help families troubleshoot.  For our incoming third graders we will facilitate both 
large group and small group training opportunities.  
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Q.  How will student assessment and mastery be measured in a hybrid distance/in school model?  

A. Students will be assessed throughout the year, both formally and informally. STAR Reading and STAR 
Math will be administered three times during the school year. Informal daily assessments will occur during 
live interactions and through student work. Math unit assessments, students’ writing samples, and online 
programs including IXL and Accelerated reader will also be part of student assessment.  

 
Q.  Will there be consistent expectations for communication between teachers and students?  

A. Expectations will be set for teacher and student communication. The TEAMS platform includes 
features that foster communication between students and teachers.  

  
Q.  Will assessment be built into live instruction?  How will a teacher know if a student understands the concept 

before the session ends?  
A. Informal assessments will be built into live instruction to assess students' needs and plan for further 
instruction. Both verbal and written informal assessments will be incorporated.  

  
Q.  What social-emotional support will be provided by the school?  

A. The social-emotional supports provided will include Morning Meetings based on the principles of 
Responsive Classroom, continuation of small group counseling sessions, as well as whole class lessons 
provided by the counseling department.  These will be integrated into the school week.  

 
Q.  Will there be homework assigned by specials teachers (music, art, library, PE)?  

A. In a Distance Learning setting, assignments will be provided by special area teachers as well as live 
instruction. Homework is not part of the special area teacher’s programs when we are in school and will not 
be part of a hybrid or distance learning model.  

  
Q.  What is the library media specialist’s role in distance learning?  

A. Our library media specialist will continue to meet with classes to provide instruction focused on the 
library media curriculum. This curriculum includes the topics of digital citizenship, online presence, and 
how to find, evaluate and use online resources. The librarian will also provide support and resources for 
teachers in conjunction with our technology team.  

  
Q.  How will you support working parents with younger children who need assistance with distance learning?  

A. Support for families is part of our continued planning. As the district reentry plan is created, we will be 
able to evaluate and allocate our resources.  
  

 
SOMERS MIDDLE SCHOOL  
  
Q.  What will a typical distance learning school day look like?  

A. Our reentry coalition is working on this now. We are balancing the need for live instruction with the 
time that students will be asked to be on tablets. The schedule will be consistent, attendance in live sessions 
will be mandatory and attendance will be taken.  
  

Q.  How will teachers assess and address learning regression from the spring/summer?  
A. We will administer the STAR assessment in math and reading early in the school year to measure 
learning regression. Students needing additional support will be provided AIS support.  

  
Q.  Will live sessions and modified work be provided through live sessions if we have remote learning in the 

fall?   
A. Yes, live sessions will occur in the fall. Special education teachers will work with regular education 
teachers to meet the learning needs of students. If that means modifying work, then that will happen.  
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Q.  What social emotional learning will be provided in the fall?   

A. The planning for social emotional support is continuing with our reentry coalition. We will have 
advisory once a week.  Each teacher will focus on the social emotional needs of students at the start of the 
year. Counselors will push into classes and provide group and individual support for students. Our Whole 
Child Success Team will meet weekly to discuss struggling students and put accommodations in place to 
meet their needs.  

  
Q.  What will the WIN class look like in the fall and would it be a daily part of the schedule?  

A. WIN stands for “What I Need”. WIN will meet 35 minutes daily. Some students will get support in 
math and reading, some students will get math enrichment, some students get academic support. Other 
students will have a chance to get help from their teachers and get started on homework.  

 
Q.  If distance learning, will Friday continue to be a catch-up day in the fall?  

A. The schedule for the fall has not been finalized.  
 
Q.  How will classrooms be differentiated and personalized online? Will small group learning or ‘break out 

rooms’ with teachers be happening?  
A. Breakout rooms is one way that differentiation might happen. Technology can be used to help students 
read difficult material; assignments may be modified for some. Skills and academic support classes will 
meet in the fall to provide students with skill work and homework assistance. During the last week of 
school, our faculty will participate in learning sessions that focus on differentiation and personalization in a 
virtual setting.  

  
Q.  How will grades be determined if there is a combination of online and in-person learning?  

A. Grades will be assigned as if we are in full session. We will have class assignments and assessments 
that are graded. The middle school is moving to trimesters so students will receive trimester grades no 
matter how school opens in the fall.  

  
Q.  How will incoming 6th-graders be taught to use the learning management system Schoology and get their 

devices?  
A. We are hoping to provide face-to-face, small learning sessions for 6th grade students and parents over 
the summer. If we are unable to do so, we will send out tutorial videos helping families learn how to 
navigate Schoology.     

 
 
SOMERS HIGH SCHOOL  
  
Q. Will teachers be providing live virtual instruction?  

A. Yes, we will be creating a regular schedule of live, synchronous instruction that teachers and students 
will follow.     

  
Q.  What will a typical distance learning day look like in the fall?  

A. Some of this will be ironed out once we know more, but we anticipate that if we are on full distance 
learning, we will run a 2-hour delay schedule where the morning 2 hours will allow students to complete 
any independent work they may owe. After that, students will attend virtual classes where attendance will 
be taken and teacher will provide live instruction and provide support. We are thinking that we would do a 
rotating A/B schedule where students would have live synchronous learning for ½ their classes one day and 
then the other ½ the second day. After school ends at 2:10pm, students would likely have homework to 
work on just as they would if we are in school.     
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Q.  Will electives have to be cut in the fall if there is a hybrid learning?  

A. We do not anticipate cutting any of our electives if we are moving to a hybrid model.    
  
Q.  Will seniors have the same senior privileges as other senior classes - ie:  leaving campus for lunch, coming 

in late or leaving early, parking?  
A. That will all depend on what kind of model we are implementing. That will be among the last decisions 
we will make once we have a more solid plan in place.   

 
Q.  Can Juniors be given driving privileges to address varying schedules?  

A. At this time, we do not have enough space on campus to accommodate juniors. If our model of 
instruction allows for greater flexibility and frees up spots, we would reconsider this, with the caveat that 
this would ONLY be in effect during the distance learning phase.    

  
Q.  When will 9th graders get their new laptops?    

A. At this point, the replacement of PLDs is on a rotating schedule. If/when the 9th grade PLDs are up for 
replacement, they will be.    

  
Q.  What does freshman orientation look like in a virtual environment?  

A. We are working with our Peer Leaders to figure out how to adapt our experience to become virtual. We 
are also working with BOCES to create orientation videos for all new students to the school so that they can 
learn more about the high school, its offerings, and the locations of some of the more popular places.    

  
Q.  How are students and teachers being trained to use the new technology required in distance learning?  

A. Teachers will be having a week-long professional development series during the last week of school in 
order to learn about the various tools that exist and to also begin to plan what delivery of instruction, 
curriculum development, and assessment will look like in a remote learning model or hybrid model.     

  
Q.  Will athletics and extracurricular activities continue at school in the fall?  

A. No decisions have been made with regards to athletics and after school activities. We are awaiting 
guidance from the Governor’s office as well as the State Education Department, the Health Department, and 
the CDC.   

  
Q.  How will you prevent online burnout and too much screen time in a distance learning scenario?  

A. We will pay close attention to student engagement and the social emotional wellness of our students if 
we continue with any sort of distance learning model.    

  
Q.  Why does the district use Schoology as its learning management system for the older students?  

A. We had a team of teachers at both the middle and high school level who vetted several different 
platforms and chose Schoology as our platform since it satisfied the majority of our needs. Schoology is a 
well-known Learning Management System used by many school districts throughout the country.     

 
 


